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Present: Cliff Perigo, Kent Studebaker, Jessie Halligan, Kay Steele, Rick Slaven, Jacquie Siewert-Schade, Ed 
Steinberg, Sherry Swackhamer, Cale Garrett, Rachel Garrett, Jessie Halligan, Michael Cole 

 
Staff Present:  Melissa Kelly, Nell Diamond 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call/ Introductions  
The Library Advisory Board (LAB) meeting was called to order by Chair Cliff Perigo at 7p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 at the Lake Oswego Public Library (LOPL).   
 
Cale Garrett, Rachel Garrett, and Michael Cole introduced themselves to the Advisory board and shared 
their occupational and personal information.   Jessie Halligan introduced herself as the Friends of the 
Library liaison to the LAB.   The Library Advisory Board in turn introduced themselves to the newest 
members of the board.   
 
Perigo shared that there would be alternative call-in meeting opportunities available for future meetings, 
based on the anticipated closures of facilities due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

2. Minutes Minutes motion to approve by Slaven with one amendment requested; seconded by Steinberg.    
Minutes were unanimously approved (7-0). 
 

3. Director’s Report- Melissa Kelly  
 
Kelly shared the success of the Multicultural Book Day event, held by the Children’s Library in January, 
noted that stories were being read in different languages and various cultures were shared. In addition, 
the Lake Oswego Public Library was featured as the “photo of the month” in the LO Monthly magazine.    
 
LOPL hosted a recent tour for third graders from Oak Creek Elementary, who were impressed with the 
automated materials handling (AMH) machine.     February events were numerous focusing on  
LO Reads.  There were programs held almost every day, sometimes two in one day. 
 
Highlighted LO Reads events: 
• Art show and reception: over 220 people  
• First Tuesday music: over 90 people 
• Climate Change Anxiety 80 people 
• Dr. Beckham-Changes in the Land:  120 people 

 
Future programs were reviewed by Kelly and author program featuring Elizabeth Rush is currently 
delayed until May 5th, and might need to be further scheduled due to COVID 19 
Initial COVID 19 cleaning protocol was shared with the LAB, including staff protocols as well as new 
services provided by the janitorial staff.  Currently no changes to the lending practices but at this point 
the services to the homebound patrons have been postponed due to safety concerns. 
 
Kelly shared that the library has a dedicated page to COVID 19 based on the information provided by 
the Oregon Health Authority.   Kelly is also working closely with the other Directors and other city and 
health officials, some programs may be cancelled in the future but at this point there are many unknown 
factors.  Kelly shared that there are masks on order as well as sanitation and cleaning supplies.  
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Kelly shared actions that we are taking in light of C19 virus.   LOPL has nightly janitorial service Also a 
cleaning station has been put in place, we are out of wipes.    Homebound deliveries are currently being 
suspended as these deliveries are to residential care facilities.   C. Garrett asked about dissemination of 
information and Kelly noted that the LOPL website has links to the CDC to ensure that accurate 
information is being relayed.  Kelly noted that the library following the advice of public health officials. 
Kelly suggested future strategies, and that the library may ask someone to wear a mask but we cannot 
force someone to leave for not wearing a mask or facial covering.  
 
Facilities Projects: a new wall is being installed in the upstairs reference area, as well as carpeting.  
Gutters and HVAC unit is being replaced (it was 47 years old) the entire library is now backed up by a 
generator to be used if needed.   New front doors are scheduled to be installed May 4 and 5 and the 
library is scheduled to be closed during those days.   The library staff will use that time as in service 
day-   De La Cruz will be coming in and doing a workshop on DEI and then a cleaning project in the 
morning of the 5th then off to the author night that has been rescheduled.   
 
Library District Task Force (LDTF): Kelly gave background of the purpose of LDTF and how 
strategies can be shared within the district to learn from each other what the libraries in the district can 
do to work together and be successful.  Jacquie Siewert- Schade and Sherry Swackhamer are on the 
services committee.   LDTF is also tasked with determining where areas of funding are needed.   At this 
point the LDTF has had their first baseline meeting to identify purpose and what the goals of the task 
force are and priorities that will be identified in the future.    Clackamas County has made it clear that 
they are facilitating the meeting not running the meeting. 
Slaven shared he was on the LAB when the county levy was passed, the city reduced contributions to 
library funding which as a practice is problematic as it leaves the libraries with nothing but district 
funding.  
Kelly asked for feedback, and invited the LAB to attend the Library District Task Force meeting as well. 
 
Code of Conduct: 
Kelly shared the Code of Conduct document and noted where proposed changes were made to the 
original code of conduct policy.   Discussion ensued and questions were addressed, revisions were 
suggested, and Kelly will submit the revised Code of Conduct polity to the City Attorney for final 
review.  
Slaven moved to approve Code of Conduct with the suggested revisions.   Jacquie Siewert-Schade 
seconded, proposed Code of Conduct unanimously approved by LAB (7-0).    
 
Library Giving Day: 
Library Giving Day is upcoming on April 23, it is a one-day promotion and LAB had previously 
discussed doing another fundraising campaign for April 23rd.   LOPL will have a blurb in the April 
press release as well as Hello LO and Kelly will ask about getting the Library Giving Day link put on the 
LINCC website.  Suggestions were made regarding marketing focus ideas.     Kelly noted that the end-of 
-year giving competes with other donation sites and most notably competes with the Friends of the 
Library as that is their giving time as well.   Ideas to support and raise funds included “adopting” a 
certain area may also include sponsor a shelf or section of the library with a donor’s name on it.    
 
 
 



CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO   March 11, 2020 
Library Advisory Board  Library 
 

3 

4. Chair’s report – Cliff Perigo 
Perigo and librarian Rachael Hyde recently toured The Springs at Lake Oswego (Springs) senior living 
center.  The Springs has offered some solutions for a partnership and will also address any security 
concerns and keep track of the books.  The future partnership is looking very positive and noted how 
many conference rooms are available, providing future opportunities for the Library to utilize these 
conference rooms for programming, especially with regards to LO Reads.  
 

5. Youth Update – No update for March. 
 
 

6. Friends of the Library Report – Jessie Halligan 
Halligan noted that there is opportunities for the Friends to partner with the Springs senior living center, 
and provide discounts to the residents of the community.  She will bring coupons and flyers and also 
noted that it is important to like or follow them on social media.   A suggestion was made by Perigo to 
partner with the Springs and organize shopping trips for residents to the Booktique Bookstore 
(Booktique). 
 
Second focus for the Friends is that more ways to fundraise for the library are being explored.  Halligan 
wants to ensure that the Booktique fundraising efforts are being coordinated with LOPL and the LAB.   
Halligan is looking for additional information and welcomes suggestions via email – her email address 
is:  jessie.halligan@gmail.com. 
 
 

7. Council Update –Kent Studebaker 
Studebaker thanked the library for all that they are doing for the community. 
 

8.  New Business – None. 
 
 

9. Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.  
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nell Diamond        

mailto:jessie.halligan@gmail.com

